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people. Upon its green grass, under the shade of its trees, our peo- 
ple have thus met time out of mind, and rested during the sessions 
of the courts. Suitors, jurors, witnesses, instead of being tied down 
to benches in the hot, crowded courtroom, repair there to await the 
crier's call. There, too, the children play. It is a park for the poor, 
who have not the rich man's lawn. And where shall be held, in the 
hot summer, those great meetings of the people in the political can- 
vass to hear the orators? How valuable within the experience of 
all of us is the courthouse ground for this important purpose. Away 
goes the old court green. Commerce is taking even it away." 



Larceny by a Trick. — There is perhaps no finer distinction in the 
whole range of the criminal law then that between "larceny by a 
trick" and "obtaining goods by false pretenses." In substance, each 
offense is the same; for, in each alike, the prisoner obtains by a 
fraudulent device the benefit of enjoying another's goods. But, in 
the former case, his fraudulent device is not successful in inducing 
the owner to part with the property in his goods, but merely obtains 
for him the possession of them; whereupon' he proceeds to convert 
them to his own use, and so is guilty of larceny, which consists in 
depriving another of the property in a chattel. In the latter case, 
the false pretense actually induces the owner, to transfer the prop- 
erty, and not merely the possession, to the prisoner; so that there 
can be no larceny, for the prisoner has not deprived the owner of 
the property in his chattel — the owner parted with it voluntarily. The 
"confidence trick" is the classical example of "larceny by a trick;" for 
in it the owner of the goods deposits them temporarily with the 
criminal in order to show his confidence in the latter — who proceeds 
to abuse it by disappearing with his booty (Rex v. Standley, R. & 
R. 305). But, if the owner is really induced to voluntarily past with 
his property in exchange for some worthless article alleged to be 
valuable, the offense committed is merely that of "obtaining goods 
by false pretenses." The distinction is very important in practice, 
since the first offense is a felony and the second a misdemeanor, so 
that they cannot be joined as alternative counts in the same indict- 
ment. The failure to note the distinction led to the failure of an 
indictment for larceny, laid before Mr. Lawrie and a jury at the Lon- 
don Sessions, December 8. The prisoner was alleged to have ob- 
tained jewelry by giving to the owner what purported to be a £50 
bank-note, but was, in fact, a sham "Bank of Engraving" note. The 
prosecutor had voluntarily sold the jewelry, so that the property 
had not been obtained against his will so as to justify an indictment 
for larceny by a trick; and Mr. Lawrie accordingly directed the jury 
to acquit. — London Law Journal. 



